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PRESS NOTE

Operation '"Safe Passage'': Major Wildlife Crime Bust
Strengthens Tiger Corridor Protection

In a significant breakthrough against organized wildlife crime, the Anti-Poaching Unit of
Udanti Sitanadi Tiger Reserve (USTR), under Operation "*Safe Passage', has
successfully dismantled an interstate wildlife trafficking network operating along the
Maharashtra—Chhattisgarh border.

On intel received from Wildlife Justice Commission, the operation was conducted jointly by
the Anti-Poaching Unit of USTR, the Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (Central Region),
Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (Western Region), the State Level Flying Squad, West
Bhanupratappur Forest Division, with backend operational support from Gariaband Police
and Gadchiroli Police.

During the coordinated operation, two accused—Mr. Baburao Madavi and Mr. Bijeshwar
Gedam—were apprehended from the Maharashtra—Chhattisgarh border while transporting
two tiger skins on a motorcycle. A wildlife offence has been registered as POR No. 390/09
dated 29 June 2026 by the West Paralkot Range, West Bhanupratappur Forest Division,
Kanker District and the offenders have been sent to judicial custody. Today, one of the
poachers named Tulsiram Majji has been apprehended from village Netiwada (District
Bijapur) by the Team of Indrawati Tiger Reserve.

Subsequent searches conducted on the disclosure statement of accused Bijeshwar Gedam, a
resident of Aheri, Gadchiroli District, led to the seizure of a large quantity of pangolin
scales from his residence, indicating involvement in organized trafficking of multiple
Schedule-1 wildlife species. Preliminary investigation has revealed that both accused are
serving personnel associated with the Police Department, making the case particularly
serious. Initial investigation further suggests that the tigers were poached from the Indrawati
Tiger Reserve—Abujhmad landscape, one of Central India's most significant tiger habitats.

Strategic Importance of the Corridor

The operation forms part of USTR's sustained effort to secure the nearly 400-kilometre tiger
corridor connecting Gadchiroli forests, Indrawati Tiger Reserve, Abujhmad, Udanti
Sitanadi Tiger Reserve and Sunabeda Wildlife Sanctuary (Odisha). This landscape
serves as one of the most critical wildlife dispersal corridors in Central India.

The corridor has been increasingly used by dispersing tigers from the tiger-rich landscapes of
Maharashtra, enabling natural recolonization of Udanti Sitanadi Tiger Reserve. Besides
tigers, the corridor is also essential for the movement and long-term genetic connectivity of
Asian Elephants, Indian Gaur, Wild Buffalo and several other wildlife species.

Sustained Counter-Poaching Efforts

This is not the first successful interstate wildlife enforcement operation led by USTR. In
2023, the Anti-Poaching Unit conducted two major joint operations in Maharashtra and



Bijapur, resulting in the arrest of several poachers and the seizure of two tiger skins,
effectively disrupting an interstate poaching syndicate. More recently, in April 2026, the
USTR team apprehended a poacher responsible for hunting nine Indian Giant Squirrels in
the Abujhmad region.

These sustained enforcement actions have significantly weakened organized poaching
networks operating in the landscape and have coincided with increasing evidence of tiger
movement through the corridor.

Conservation Message

The success of Operation "'Safe Passage™ demonstrates the effectiveness of intelligence-
based, inter-agency coordination in combating organized wildlife crime. Protection and
restoration of the Gadchiroli-Indrawati-Abujhmad-Udanti Sitanadi-Sunabeda wildlife
corridor is critical for ensuring safe dispersal of tigers and maintaining ecological
connectivity across Central India.

The Forest Department reiterates its commitment to adopting a zero-tolerance approach
towards wildlife crime and will continue coordinated enforcement, habitat restoration, and
corridor protection measures to secure the future of tigers and other flagship wildlife species
in the region.



